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from the Fund.’’ Also, the IMF pro-
vides its employees with detailed state-
ments of their liabilities. 

These errors set a bad example for 
other taxpayers when the Government 
seeks to collect back taxes. We can be 
assured that the precedent set by Mr. 
Geithner’s neglect will be cited repeat-
edly by future offenders. Mr. Geithner’s 
conduct would be problemsome on the 
confirmation of any high-level officers, 
but especially so for Secretary of the 
Treasury. The Secretary has within his 
jurisdiction the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice which is responsible for collecting 
taxes. With the full Senate confirming 
Mr. Geithner, it is a virtual certainty 
that other taxpayers will cite his situa-
tion as a reason or excuse for their not 
having paid taxes. If the issue of failure 
to pay taxes goes to court in either 
civil or criminal proceedings, it will be 
an obvious defense or argument by de-
fense counsel in mitigation or defense. 

President Obama has placed ethics 
reform as a top priority for his admin-
istration. In his inaugural address, he 
said, ‘‘Those of us who manage the 
public’s dollars will be held to account, 
to spend wisely, reform bad habits, and 
do our business in the light of day, be-
cause only then can we restore the 
vital trust between a people and their 
government.’’ That is the appropriate 
tone to set an example, especially for 
young people, where in the past elec-
tion there has been a resurgence of in-
terest in voting and government. We 
ought to do everything we can to main-
tain that interest and momentum. 

f 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I also 

wish to discuss the precarious state of 
our United States economy, which is 
facing one of the most dire economic 
crises in history. As a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, I 
understand that it is imperative that 
the Federal Government use all means 
at its disposal to address these prob-
lems. 

It is critical as we move forward that 
the Appropriations Committee and the 
Senate focus on spending our Nation’s 
dollars on worthwhile projects, which 
both benefit the American people on 
their merits and will also lead to an in-
crease in jobs. 

To this end, I wish to highlight a few 
projects in my home State of Pennsyl-
vania which appear to have significant 
potential to stimulate economic in-
vestment, as well as return our unem-
ployed workers to the workforce. 

The fastest way to put people to 
work on transportation infrastructure 
projects is to finance highway repairs. 
These repairs support construction jobs 
that can start immediately. Addition-
ally, infrastructure repairs ensure an 
acceptable level of safety and reli-
ability on existing highway networks, 
which is critical in a State like Penn-
sylvania that has 6,000 structurally-de-
ficient bridges. 

According to the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Transportation, Pennsyl-

vania could obligate $1.5 billion on 313 
shovel-ready highway repair projects. 
These projects all focus on Pennsylva-
nia’s bridge deficiencies, pavement 
needs and safety concerns, as well as 
create jobs and achieve meaningful in-
frastructure improvements. Addition-
ally, all of the highway infrastructure 
repairs can be put out to bid within 6 
months, with construction starting 
shortly thereafter. 

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation has also provided me 
with a list of 147 public transportation 
projects totaling $700 million that, ac-
cording to transit agencies around the 
State, are ready to begin. The projects 
include replacing catenary pole in-
volved in electrified train service, sta-
tion improvements, alternative fuel 
bus purchases and intermodal centers. 

The Port of Pittsburgh Commission 
in Pennsylvania has identified over 
$580 million in shovel-ready project 
work that could be started in 6 months, 
of which $430 million could be com-
pleted in 2 years and the remaining 
$150 million could be completed in 3 
years. 

The largest share of that money 
would be applied to the Lower 
Monongahela Improvement Project for 
Locks and Dams 2–3–4, a project 5 years 
behind the original completion date of 
2004. Without investment from the eco-
nomic stimulus, the project will not 
otherwise be completed until the 2019– 
2022 period. Stimulus funding could re-
sult in a working, reliable chamber, a 
major improvement over the current 
schedule. Funding can also be provided 
for emergency repairs to Emsworth 
Dam. 

These projects would add or preserve 
tens of thousands of high-skilled, high- 
paying jobs for the southwest Pennsyl-
vania region, including permanent em-
ployees at facilities that depend on 
river transportation, such as U.S. 
Steel’s Clairton Coke Works, 
ArcelorMital’s Coke Works, Eastman 
Materials, Welland Chemical, Kinder 
Morgan, Ashland Petroleum, Consol 
Energy and the Elrama Power Plant. 

Previous delays have resulted in in-
creasing costs, interruptions to service 
and benefits foregone. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers calculates that the 
region has already lost over $1.2 billion 
in benefits that can never be 
recuperated. 

Health care is one of the largest driv-
ers of our economy and a worthwhile 
investment in the physical and eco-
nomic health of the country. 

In 2002, the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania Medical Education Development 
Consortium was formed to explore the 
feasibility of locating a new medical 
college in northeastern Pennsylvania. 
A 2006 feasibility study made the need 
for a medical school clear. This region 
of Pennsylvania has shortages of physi-
cians in many specialties and over one- 
third of the practicing physicians are 
expected to retire in the next decade. 

To address this critical need, the 
Commonwealth Medical College is 

scheduled to open in 2009 and has al-
ready received investments of $35 mil-
lion from the Pennsylvania Redevelop-
ment Assistance Capital Program and 
$25 million from Blue Cross of North-
eastern Pennsylvania, as well as State, 
Federal, and private philanthropic 
sources. 

Additional funding will be used to 
support construction of the college, 
which will attract medical and bio-
medical research to northeastern Penn-
sylvania, improving the local and re-
gional economy, as well as the health 
of the population. Over the next 20 
years, the Commonwealth Medical Col-
lege is expected to greatly increase the 
number of physicians in the area, add 
$70 million to the local economy and 
create 1,000 jobs. 

This project also has national impli-
cations, as the research conducted 
there will focus on healthcare condi-
tions affecting the aging population, 
including research on cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes. 

There are numerous higher education 
projects throughout the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania which exem-
plify the types of activities that this 
country should target as it searches for 
an effective means to stimulate the 
economy. These meritorious projects 
provide necessary infrastructure im-
provements to many colleges and uni-
versities in my home State, while at 
the same time creating a myriad of 
new jobs and stimulating the economy. 
It is my understanding that all of these 
projects are ready for construction 
within 6 months or sooner. 

Specifically, the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education, which 
represents 14 public universities in my 
home State, provided me with a list of 
47 projects totaling $445 million. These 
programs focus on new building con-
struction, renovations to existing 
buildings and energy conservation 
measures. The Pennsylvania Commis-
sion for Community Colleges, which 
represents the 14 community colleges 
throughout Pennsylvania, also pro-
vided me with a list of 34 projects to-
taling $128 million. Selected projects 
include building renovation and con-
struction, public safety programs, in-
frastructure repairs and upgrades, and 
new resources for education and train-
ing. 

In regard to the private colleges and 
universities in Pennsylvania, the Asso-
ciation of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania, which 
represents 86 private institutions, pro-
vided me with a list of 42 projects to-
taling $385 million. Many of these 
projects focus on the construction of 
new academic buildings, the renova-
tion and expansion of training facili-
ties and improvements to existing in-
frastructure. 

In many cities and small towns in 
Pennsylvania aging sewer pipes and 
treatment plants are malfunctioning, 
leading to sewage contamination of 
local freshwater. In many areas across 
Pennsylvania, and the country, water 
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infrastructure is 50, 60 years old or 
much older. 

Throughout Pennsylvania the need 
for funding is great, because without it 
many of my constituents, a significant 
number of whom are retired and on a 
fixed income, are facing sewer rate in-
creases of up to 100 percent. An invest-
ment in water infrastructure is a wise 
one, as it will lead to construction jobs 
in areas where jobs are often hard to 
come by, while relieving a significant 
financial burden on residents. 

In western Pennsylvania, the Alle-
gheny County Sanitary Authority, 
which services communities in and 
around Pittsburgh, is assisting munici-
palities in that region seeking to meet 
clean water compliance standards. Cur-
rently, the Pittsburgh region is facing 
its largest and most costly public 
works project thus far, the rehabilita-
tion and long-term maintenance of 
4,000 miles of sewers that serve nearly 
one million residents in the area. Addi-
tionally, in central Pennsylvania, the 
Borough of Philipsburg’s outdated 
storm and wastewater collection sys-
tem overflows during periods of heavy 
rain. The cost of modernizing this 
sewer system is significant, but it is 
necessary. 

While these are just two examples of 
water and sewer projects in Pennsyl-
vania, an investment in wastewater in-
frastructure would create construction 
jobs, and ease the financial burden on 
the residents in many economically 
disadvantaged regions of Pennsylvania. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Brownfields Remediation Grant 
Program provides funding for private 
developers to take real property busi-
ness sites with environmental concerns 
and clean them up in order to rede-
velop. Redeveloping this land creates 
space for new businesses—with new 
jobs—to expand in areas that might 
not otherwise be available. Pennsyl-
vania alone has an estimated 150,000 
acres of brownfields with great poten-
tial for re-use. 

Brownfields cleanups create jobs not 
only through the workers needed to do 
the cleanups themselves, but subse-
quently with the new businesses that 
occupy the property. I recently met 
with a developer in Pennsylvania who 
is prepared to immediately undertake 
cleanup projects totaling $283 million 
in my home State. Combined, his 
projects could create an estimated 
322,225 new jobs in Pennsylvania. 

For every $1 invested into 
brownfields cleanups, an estimated $15– 
20 are immediately returned to the 
economy in the form of job creation 
and State and Federal tax revenue. 
Jobs created by brownfields cleanups— 
both before and after—are taken by lo-
cally available workers, stimulating 
local economies. This is exactly the re-
sult we should be requiring from every 
program in the stimulus package. 

These projects include cleanups in 
Bensalem, King of Prussia, Lehman 
Township, Bridgeport, Frazer, Norris-
town, Malvern, Limerick, Conshohoc-

ken, West Norriton, and Bala Cynwyd, 
Pennsylvania. These are all areas in 
Pennsylvania that could certainly use 
targeted economic development. I un-
derstand that there is a question over 
how fast this money can be spent, and 
I agree that money from the stimulus 
be put to use as soon as possible after 
passage of the bill. However, the devel-
opers with whom I have spoken have 
all assured me that brownfields funding 
can be used within the 120 day bench-
mark to determine shovel-ready 
projects. Programs, such as this one, 
should be the focus of the stimulus. 

I recently met with a group of Penn-
sylvania State Senators and Represent-
atives who expressed their concern 
over cleanup efforts in the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed, a large watershed 
which covers much of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia. Cleanup ef-
forts from agricultural runoff and 
other environmental impacts can be 
expensive. The Watershed Rehabilita-
tion Program can mediate some of the 
enormous costs to individual land-
owners—often small business farmers— 
who are tasked with the cleanup of 
their own property. 

These cleanup efforts will require 
labor—stimulating the workforce while 
simultaneously making our environ-
ment a cleaner place for our children 
and grandchildren. 

Military construction projects funded 
through the stimulus must be identi-
fied as priorities by military leadership 
and be at or near design completion so 
that construction can be started in 
short order. These projects must help 
modernize our military support struc-
ture and defense capabilities. The fol-
lowing projects are both shovel-ready 
and of vital importance to the State, 
the military and the Nation. 

The End Item Shipping and Receiv-
ing Facility at Letterkenny Army 
Depot is a perfect example of a shovel 
ready project that will create construc-
tion work for Pennsylvanians and will 
enhance Letterkenny’s capability to 
support the movement of military 
equipment. The identified site is on 
Federal land, close to utilities, next to 
rail and ground transportation and in 
the depot industrial area. Design is 
complete and Congress authorized $7.5 
million for the facility in the John 
Warner National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for 2007—P.L. 109–365. Regret-
tably, this valuable project failed to 
move forward and additional funding is 
needed to complete the project at this 
time. 

Another vital military construction 
project is the Hermitage Readiness 
Center, in Hermitage, PA. When com-
plete, the facility will support 128 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard 
members who are currently housed in 
substandard and undersized buildings. 
This project is a high priority for the 
Pennsylvania Adjutant General, as 
land has been acquired and the design 
is 99 percent complete. I am told that 
construction could be started within 3 
months, creating construction jobs al-
most immediately. 

A third military construction project 
is the Combined Surface Maintenance 
Shop at the Fort Indiantown Gap Vehi-
cle Paint Prep Facility in Annville, 
PA. This facility will reduce hazardous 
waste associated with paint operations, 
create safer working conditions, in-
crease productivity and reduce costs. I 
understand that land and environ-
mental reviews are complete and the 
design is 75-percent complete, allowing 
for construction within 3 or 4 months, 
were funds to be made available. 

Vital funding in the economic stim-
ulus bill will allow us to improve the 
care we provide to our veterans. Ac-
cording to the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
necessary improvements to the South-
eastern Veterans’ Center in Spring 
City, PA, could commence with $17 
million in Federal funding. A new long 
term health care facility would replace 
the ten substandard modular units cur-
rently on the premises of the South-
eastern Veterans’ Center. This pro-
posed project will include the construc-
tion, furnishing and equipping of a 
multi-story facility with the capacity 
to provide skilled nursing care and de-
mentia care for 120 residents. Further, 
this project will provide appropriate 
housing for the veterans and will en-
able the Southeastern Veterans’ Center 
to entirely vacate the substandard 
modular units, while reducing costly 
maintenance. 

In addition to major construction 
projects, I understand that Pennsyl-
vania has nearly $119 million in non-re-
curring maintenance and minor con-
struction projects that are needed and 
could be completed in Fiscal Year 2009 
were funds made available at this time. 
The importance of these smaller 
projects should not be ignored, as 
many of them hold the potential to im-
pact positively the lives of our vet-
erans in short order. 

Providing funds in the economic 
stimulus package for construction and 
maintenance projects at national parks 
could have a stimulating affect on the 
economy and put people to work. 
Among the projects in Pennsylvania 
that could benefit from economic stim-
ulus funding is the Flight 93 National 
Memorial, which will honor the 40 pas-
sengers and crewmembers of United 
Airlines Flight 93 who gave their lives 
to save countless others on September 
11, 2001. I have worked with members of 
the Pennsylvania delegation to secure 
funding for this most important 
project in the annual appropriations 
bills. However, it is my understanding 
that an additional $6.2 million is re-
quired for the first phase of construc-
tion to commence. 

Additionally, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service, recent es-
timates suggest that the National Park 
Service has a deferred maintenance 
backlog of almost $10 billion. Deferred 
maintenance projects often include im-
portant construction work on build-
ings, trails, recreation sites and other 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 02:52 Jan 28, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JA6.014 S27JAPT1jb
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S889 January 27, 2009 
infrastructure within the parks. For 
example, according to Gettysburg Na-
tional Military Park officials, the cur-
rent maintenance backlog at the park 
would cost $55 million to complete. In 
addition, there are deferred mainte-
nance projects at Valley Forge Na-
tional Historical Park, Independence 
National Historical Park and the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area Park, among others. 

Funding these projects will not only 
put people to work, but will go a long 
way to support the ongoing efforts to 
preserve, protect and enhance our 
country’s most precious and histori-
cally significant national treasures. 

In conclusion, while I would like to 
hear further from the administration 
and other economic experts to give us 
guidance on addressing the current 
economic crisis, the projects which I 
have outlined in Pennsylvania are the 
kind of expenditures that will provide 
the most realistic opportunity to stim-
ulate the economy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 

KEN SALAZAR 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I stand 

before the Senate today to voice my 
great respect and hope in the Senator 
from Colorado, the Honorable Ken 
Salazar, who has recently left this 
Chamber in order to serve as Secretary 
of the Interior under the Obama admin-
istration. It is with sorrow that I say 
goodbye to my good friend who has 
served with honor and dedication since 
2005. Although Ken only served for a 
few years in the Senate, he has left his 
mark on us all and will be remembered 
for his dedication and service not only 
to his country but to Utah’s neighbor 
the great State of Colorado. 

Ken Salazar’s personal history is a 
testament to his character and accom-
plishments. His family first settled in 
America just over 400 years ago, 12 gen-
erations back. Ken’s parents knew the 
value of teaching their eight children 
about hard work and dedication, and 
from them he learned the worth of in-
dustry on his family’s ranch growing 
up. Those early years on the ranch 
taught Ken about the importance of 
hard work, integrity, and dedication. It 
is also from these early experiences 
that Ken grew to love the beauty of the 
natural resources our Nation has to 
offer. 

I am confident that the years of expe-
rience Mr. Salazar has worked on envi-
ronmental policy in the West will serve 
him well in his new position as Sec-
retary of the Interior. He has a deep- 
rooted passion for clean, renewable, 
and affordable energy as well as pro-
tecting our country’s precious natural 
resources. I believe he will take quite 
naturally to his new role as our Na-
tion’s top public lands manager, and we 
will be well served by his sensitivity to 
those natural treasures we value the 
most. 

In short, Ken Salazar has the experi-
ence and the passion required for the 

role he has taken on as Secretary. I 
thank him for his excellent service in 
the Senate and look forward to seeing 
good things from him in the coming 
years. 

f 

AFRICA 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, in re-

cent years more and more observers 
have noted Africa’s failing states, 
ungoverned spaces and pirate-infested 
waters, and the threat they pose to our 
own national security. I have long 
raised these concerns on this Senate 
floor and I am pleased that they are re-
ceiving increasing attention. However, 
it is not enough to simply acknowledge 
Africa’s security challenges; nor is it 
sufficient to shift resources toward 
them, although that is a good start. We 
must institute long-term strategies to 
further our national security goals 
while developing sustainable partner-
ships with Africans that advance our 
mutual interests and support nascent 
democratic institutions. 

As a 16-year member and the current 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Afri-
can Affairs, I have closely followed 
U.S. policy toward the continent for 
many years. Too often, I have found 
that our approach has been driven by 
short-sighted tactics designed to buy 
influence or react to crises. In the ab-
sence of comprehensive interagency 
strategies, these tactics often under-
mine long-term efforts to build civilian 
institutions and strengthen the rule of 
law. This must change if we are to suc-
cessfully pursue our strategic objec-
tives on the African continent. It re-
mains critical—and long overdue—that 
the United States develop a carefully 
planned and long-term approach to 
both promoting stability and com-
bating terrorism in Africa. I would like 
to offer some thoughts today on key 
components of such an approach. 

During our December recess, I trav-
eled to the headquarters of the new Af-
rica Command in Stuttgart, Germany 
and discussed a range of issues with 
senior officials there. Although I have 
been focused on AFRICOM since its in-
ception—and on the idea of such a com-
mand prior to that—I was reminded 
during my trip of the very important 
and strategic roles that AFRICOM, if 
advanced properly, can play. These 
roles include helping to develop effec-
tive, well-disciplined militaries that 
adhere to civilian rule, strengthening 
regional peacekeeping missions, and 
supporting postconflict demobilization 
and disarmament processes. If carried 
out properly, AFRICOM’s work can 
complement that of the State Depart-
ment, USAID, and other U.S. Govern-
ment agencies working on the con-
tinent and help contribute to lasting 
peace and stability across Africa. 

It is because of the significant need 
for this important work that we must 
support AFRICOM, while also working 
to ensure that it adheres to its defined 
military mandate and defers to the 
State Department as the lead on policy 

matters. The challenge for AFRICOM 
is to strike the right balance with our 
civilian agencies and not become our 
primary representation throughout Af-
rica. Serious work remains to be done 
in ensuring that the Command is oper-
ating within comprehensive inter-
agency national security strategies and 
squarely under the authority of our 
Chiefs of Mission. I also remain con-
cerned that AFRICOM has been unable 
to adequately convey its role within a 
larger policy framework to Congress, 
to the American people or to African 
governments and regional organiza-
tions—perhaps its most important 
partners. 

It is true that the Command’s initial 
rollout was fraught with mistakes and 
the Command understandably received 
a cool reception on the continent, 
among civilian agencies and here in 
Congress. But I am confident from my 
recent meetings that the staff in Stutt-
gart has recognized and is learning 
from these setbacks. Rather than 
merely criticizing, we in Congress 
should work across the spectrum of 
agencies here in Washington as well as 
with AFRICOM’s leadership to help 
craft a combatant command that is 
doing the right job, for the right rea-
sons and can thus be adequately 
resourced. In the months ahead, I in-
tend to use my role as chairman of the 
Subcommittee on African Affairs to do 
just that. 

I hope, however, that no one thinks 
for a minute that military tools alone 
are sufficient to transform the under-
lying causes of violence and instability 
in Africa. To promote long-term sta-
bility, it is crucial that we strike a bet-
ter balance between our military rela-
tionships and our support for civilian 
institutions and the rule of law. 

Achieving that balance is no small 
task and it will only be possible if we 
invest seriously in new institutional 
capacities for our civilian agencies on 
the continent. This begins with ensur-
ing our embassies have the Foreign 
Service officers and resources they 
need to do the job properly. We cannot 
continue to shortchange our embassies 
across Africa while we focus on one or 
two other locations around the world. 
We need to make sure our embassies 
have sufficient resources to meet the 
challenges of today, and to identify the 
challenges of tomorrow. And we need 
to make sure our presence includes the 
right kind of people—trained political 
and economic officers who can get out 
and about to do their job. 

By expanding our diplomatic pres-
ence in Africa, including outside the 
capitals, we increase our ability to 
learn about the continent—its govern-
ments, its people and its cultures. 
Right now, we do not have the nec-
essary human resources or expertise on 
the African continent to gather this in-
formation and anticipate emerging cri-
ses or fully understand existing ones. 
Diplomatic reporting and open source 
collection in Africa are a critical com-
plement to the clandestine work of the 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 01:24 Jan 28, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JA6.016 S27JAPT1jb
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-03T15:21:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




